
PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA

Statement of purpose: To inform SCA members, and the AA fellowship at large, of 
selected items from GSO, the Area, and items of general interest from the Districts.

     My name is Gustavo, I am an 
alcoholic and it is my honor to serve 
as Panel 57 Southern California, 
Area 05 Delegate.  The responsibil-
ity is great, but the gratification of 
having this opportunity and living 
this experience along with my fellow 
area servants and GSR’s is greater.

     One of the first things we learn 
in this program is that all services 
are equally important.  What mat-
ters most is the responsibility in-
volved in each service position, not 
who does what.  Something else 
my sponsors have taught me is that 
whether or not a commitment is 
directly or indirectly a part of the 
Twelve Steps, the main beneficiary 
is always the person performing 
that service.  

      We learn in a direct fashion 
about the practical application of 
the Traditions and Concepts in  
Alcoholics Anonymous service, 
both locally and internationally, and 
we can see how they work and al-
low our community to grow and be 
safe from our own character de-
fects. 

     The purpose of having  events 
like PRAASA and the Pre-
Conference Workshop is to educate 
the delegate in regards to the 
Agenda Items that the General Ser-
vice Conference discusses every 
year in New York; to get the groups’ 
conscience, and to inform the Con-
ference of the groups’ conscience. 
This, so that when voting on differ-
ent items, they have the appropriate 
background and our Higher Power 
may be manifested.

     At this point, we have already 
started distribution of the General 
Service Preliminary Agenda, hoping 
that all GSR’s are well informed on 
the topics the 
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Alternate Delegate’s 
Report

(A note from our past Alternate Delegate)

     Again I want to thank all of you for the 
privilege of serving the Area as Alternate 
Delegate Panel 55.  It has been a won-
derful learning experience. 

     This is my final report as your Panel 
55 Alternate Delegate and I don’t have 
the words to express my Gratitude.  I will 
really miss the people that I have come 
to know and Love.  It is my belief that the 
people in General Service are some of 
the most dedicated people to AA that 
there is.  I’m sure that I will be seeing 
many of you as we trudge the road of 
happy destiny.  I will be hanging around 
to help your new Alternate delegate get 
comfortable in his new position and I am 
available to help anyone that thinks they 
may need my help.

     I really want to think all of you for the 
help and support that you gave me after 
my wife’s death.  It has been a big transi-
tion for me and I’ve needed a lot of sup-
port.  Thank you for your prayers and for 
keeping me busy. 

     You have a great new panel of 
elected Officers, Committee Chairs and 
DCMs. I know that you will support them 
and I hope that you will use them.  They 
have a lot of knowledge and are willing to 
share it.

MANY THANKS

Love In Service

 Charlie W.

     

     Thank you Charlie for your absolute 
dedication to Service in AA…..You will be 
in our hearts forever, and we will be 
thinking of you, and your contributions to 
Area 05.

     We still need your help, especially for 
those of us who call you our “Service 
Sponsor”.  We Love you.

   (Fidel M. wrote this article 
as a DCM for District 35)

     In this issue of the district 35 
newsletter, I would like to say 
thanks to all my fellows for these 
two years that they allowed me to 
be district chair.  

     In normal life it is very rare to 
see a person saying thanks for 
giving work to him/her without pay. 
On the other hand, it is very com-
mon that at AA workshops, semi-
nars and business meetings, we 
can hear the question ; is service 
part of recovery or not?  I say to 
my fellows that in my case it is.

     Service gives you strength for 
all different challenges that as an 
alcoholic, life 
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(Delegate’s Report)

Committees at the conference will be 

discussing this year. Among the agenda 
items our groups may be interested in 
will be:

 The option of a Class B Trustee 
(alcoholic) serving as a Chairperson 
of the General Service Board. 

 The 2007 A.A. Membership Survey 
conducted by area on a random 
basis as it was done in the 2004.

 In addition, to consider the Trustees 
report in regards to the G.S.O.’s 
A.A. Web Site.

     The last two items will be discussed 
at the Conference Committee on Public 
Information where as some of you might 
already know, it is where I have been 
assigned. This means I need to prepare 
specifically on this in order to participate 
in this committee at the Conference. 

     Finally, I hope that AA members, and 
especially Area 05 service members, 
will participate in all area events marked 
on our calendar this year; from the As-
semblies, Pre-Conference Workshop, 
and Spanish Speaking Forum, to 
PRASA, the Regional Forum and we 
also need to add to our calendar this 
year, the 49th ICYPAA (International 
Convention of Young People in AA), 
which will be held in Los Angeles on 
Labor Day weekend. 

can give you…especially out side AA 
groups. It is being said (with all good 
reason) that at the least, AA offers 
you the removal of that damned ob-
session of drinking.  But to get recov-
ery beyond abstinence from alcohol 
we have to do something ourselves. 

         There are situations were ser-
vice out of the group is personal moti-
vation. At other times the alcoholic 
has to be reminded about the grati-
tude he is always taking about when 
sharing in closed meetings.  In my 
experience someone had to remind 
me that one day I came to AA, 
evicted from society, and that when I 
came here somebody was doing what 
many of us are doing today.

     I do remember that I volunteered 
myself to stand for District Chair after 
I finished my commitment as Alter-
nate GSR, GSR , Secretary, and Al-
ternate DCM.  At that time I was go-
ing through a difficult situation. I had 
been asking, why me?  I had lost my 
job of many years, and I was just 
starting to work in an area out of my 
district limits. In those days I used to 
work 12 hours every day. My family 
and I got used to having a good 
check to pay all our financial needs.

 When the district elections came, 

Calendar of Upcoming Events

February 17, 2007 3rd Legacy meeting of AA—Hosted by District 4 (See page 8)

February 25, 2007 Area Committee Meeting

March 2-4, 2007 PRAASA  at the Red Lion on the River— Portland, Oregon (see www.praasa.org)

March 24, 2007 District 14—2nd Annual Service Day— 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, Ca 90241
Chairperson– Mitch C, DCM Dist. 14  

March 31, April 1, 2007 Two day Area Workshop

Thank you for the opportunity to learn 
and to serve.

Love and service,

Gustavo T.

Area 05 Southern California

Panel 57 Delegate

February 4, 2007           4 Area DCM Sharing Session-9:00 AM –2:30 PM  Hosted by Area 9

                                                      11270 Acacia Parkway  - Garden Grove, Ca 92840

(Fidel’s article)

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 1)
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A.A. AREA 5
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA ASSEMBLY

P. O. BOX 481193
LOS ANGELES, CA 90048

AREA ASSEMBLY
Saturday, January 27, 2007

Odyssey Charter School
725 W Altadena Dr
Altadena, CA 91001

Agenda

Scaan

8:00 Registration, Fellowship

9:00 Call-to-Order, Serenity Prayer, 12 Concepts/English, 12 Traditions/Spanish

AA Birthdays (November December January)

Roll Call

Approval of October Assembly Minutes

Approval of Agenda

9:30 Officers’ Introduction and Reports

10:00 Delegate’s Message

10:30 New GSR Orientation.  Standing Committee Meetings

11:30 Committee Reports

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Old Business

2007 Area Budget

Guidelines & Policies Item

2:00 New Business

Host for Pre conference Workshop Day 1

Host for Pre conference Workshop Day 2

Host for May Report back assembly

Host for June Area Committee Meeting

Host for July Area assembly

Finance Guidelines

3:00 PRAASA Announcement

3:05 Good and Welfare

3:30 Closing:  Responsibility Statement (Spanish and English)
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Memo from General Service
Southern California Area

To:       Groups in Southern California Area

From:       Gustavo T., Area 05 Delegate

Date:       January, 2007

Subject:     New Highlights from General Service

Purpose:    Group Reports, 1-2 bullets points each week

 If my Higher Power allows me, I will be presenting some bullet points at the Assembly for GSR’s to share at the district 
level to take to their groups. 

 This year's General Service Conference Theme is “Our 12th Step Responsibility – Area we going to any Length?

 General Manager, Greg M., reported on the Fellowship New Vision (FNV) project, which is the creation of an improved 
system to replace G.S.O.’s “Fellowship Database.” In June, we issued a Request for Proposal (RFP), and vendor re-
sponses were carefully analyzed. Utopia Systems of Delaware was selected to develop the new system, which began 
in September. Greg was pleased to report that the development and deployment of Fellowship New Vision (FNV) was 
on schedule and within budget. Data is being migrated from the old “Fellowship Database” system to the new FNV plat-
form. Employee training and system testing will run parallel with the old system during January and February 2007. 
Area record-keeper/registrar access will begin in March with ten added each week. Regular communications with Area 
record-keepers/registrars is underway in order to inform and train them on use of the new FNV system.

 Electronic Delivery of A.A. Publications (EDAP) is now available to all Conference Members. Over the next several 
months, additional e-mail addresses will be added manually to the database with the goal of fully automated user-
defined access in September 2007. This project will provide electronic delivery of About AA and Markings in digital for-
mat. 

 Greg was grateful to report that the positive trend in voluntary contributions continues.  Contributions through October 
2006 are 10% ahead of budget and 12% greater than last year.  Preliminary results for November indicate that contri-
butions are within budget projections. Each contribution, whether large or small, represents a spiritual sacrifice made by 
A.A. members and groups, and makes a significant difference in strengthening the services offered by the General Ser-
vice Office to members and groups.

 The A.A.W.S. Publishing Committee’s recommendation to reduce the price of the audio CD set, Alcoholics Anony-
mous, Fourth Edition (M-81) from $85.00 to $55.00, was approved by the Board.

 The General Service Conference this year will be held from April 22nd-April 29th in New York and PRAASA from March 
2nd to March 3rd.

      Southern California Area Assembly, P.O. Box 481193, Los Angeles, California, 90048 aascaa.org
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(Continued from page 3)

I had already decided not to volunteer 
for any service position at the district 
level…. giving as an excuse the dis-
tance and lack of time for a service po-
sition. I couldn’t even make it to my 
original home group…my home group 
actually became the district.  When I 
was asked if I was available to stand for 
DCM I did present all the above ex-
cuses. At that meeting somebody told 
them that with help of an alternate I may 
go forward.  That made me change my 
mind a little bit, but what really encour-
aged me to stand, was to see into the 
eyes of my Home Group GSR (La 
Esperanza) and to remember what he 
said in 1995... that was the year I was 
alternate coordinator (chair) for my 
group. During his service, the chair had 
left his commitment (he was a new-
comer) and they asked me if I was 
available to fill the position. I did answer 
like I did at the district: I have too much 
work; I live to far from the home group, 
etc, etc. At that time my fellow Miguel 
J. standing up says: I’ve been 
thinking that I would like to serve in this 
group (he was coming from another 
group) but I can see that in this group 
they are not real AA’s, Alcoholics who 
love AA as a whole; so I may have to 
look for a group where I can find fellows 
who really are Alcoholics Anonymous. 
His words stuck me, and it came to me I 
was the kind of person  who always left 
projects unfinished, even in my previous 
time in AA, and I didn't try to correct 
myself of this defect. Therefore, if I 
really want to erase that experience, 
now was the opportunity. 

    The service position was given to me, 
and my fellows, I can tell you It has 
been truly one of the best experiences 
of my life in AA. This experience has 
given me a stronger belief, or faith in a 
Higher Power. A very little time after I 
had accepted this commitment, my old 
job was given back to me with the same 
salary and benefits. I think that many 
times our Higher Power sends us diffi-
culties so we can practice what AA 
teaches us. We do not know why things 
happen. Only our Higher Power knows 
if something is ahead of us for a reason.

     In the last two years as a DCM we 
have only missed two times a steering 
committee meeting or a group visit… 
and this was do to changes of schedule 
or a very important reason.

By the end of 2006 we hosted the Span-
ish Speaking Foro and our district gave 
the biggest contribution in years. It is 
possible that my service as DCM helped 
in some way. Many times an old timer 
like me has nothing to do but just be 
there in case we’re asked to make a 
suggestion. It is what I did at the foro 
planning meetings.

     In regards to participating in other 
foros, our district has attended most of 
them.  One of the times that I didn’t at-
tended an event was the International 
Convention in Canada, but like some-
body at the elections stated, “that’s why 
the alternate it is always needed”. 
Thanks Juan M. for your support 
on these visits that I wasn’t able to at-
tend. 

Another thing that gives me satisfaction 
is that our fellow alcoholics from 
Pomona Valley  come in big  numbers 
to our district. I hope that in the near 
future somebody from that valley will 
make themselves available to be DCM.

     With regards to Area 05, there was 
significant progress. We have more 
GSR’S attending the area events, also 
individuals from our district taking com-
mitments at the area level.

     Next year probably I won’t be coming 
regularly to continue serving our com-
munity at area level. It is possible that in 
a short time you will not even remember 
that one day I was serving to you,  . But 
you can be sure that I will always have 
a special place for you in my heart. You 
not only gave me the opportunity to 
serve but the opportunity to grow up a 
little bit in this great world of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.

May our Higher Power give lots of 
blessings to you and your families. Let’s 
continue serving only for today for that 
is the most important thing in our lives. 

     Some day we may have to go.  I 
don’t know where, but as our literature 
says:” We shall be with you in the fel-
lowship of the spirit, and you will surely 
meet some of us on the Road of Happy 
Destiny.

            Sincerely,

            Fidel M.

    District 35 DCM. 2005-2006

Audio Visual Committee
Films & Videos

Available for showing at your 
meeting:

1.  “Young People in AA” 16mm film 
or video……...30 minutes  4 Young 
People in AA describe what it was 
like, what happened , and what it’s 
like today.

2. “It Sure Beats Sitting in a 
Cell”16mm film or video…. 17 min-
utes.  4 Young AA’s in prison as a 
result of their drinking, tell their sto-
ries.

3. “Hope Alcoholics Anony-
mous”16mm film or video.. 15 min-
utes.  Explains the principles of AA; 
Primary Purpose, Sponsorship,  
Home Groups, The Steps, the Tradi-
tions, basic recovery tools, and what 
AA is and isn’t.

4. “Bills Own Story”16mm film or 
video ……………  60 minutes  Co-
founder Bill W. tells of his drinking 
and recovery.  His wife Lois W. tells 
why she founded Alanon (for  AA 
internal use only).

5. “Bill Wilson Discusses the 12 Tra-
ditions” 16mm film or video 60 min-
utes.  Co-founder Bill W. tells how the 
principles safeguarding  AA unity de-
veloped (for AA internal use only). 

6. “AA: Rap With Us” video only 
………………..  17 minutes Rap 
music and lyrics bridge the contempo-
rary stories of four young people in 
AA.

7. “AA: An Inside View” video only 
……………….     28 minutes  A 
close-up look at meetings and recov-
ery.

8. Service Videos:
    “Your General service Office, The 

Grapevine and The General Service 
Structure”…21 minutes

    “Carrying The Message Behind 
These Walls”.. …...15   minutes.

    “Circles of Love & Service”  
                 16 minutes

    “Markings on the Journey”
                36 minutes

    “Your GSO Today” (older version)                                          
…………..28 minutes

   Contact:    Maria O.  626-962-0203
    

(Fidel M. wrote this article as a DCM for District 35)
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3rd Legacy Meeting of A.A.
Saturday February 17, 2006

2733 S. 10th Avenue, Arcadia, Ca. 91006

(Church @ corner of 10th & Longden in Arcadia)

Host District—4; Don C. DCM

12:30—Registration & Fellowship—Welcome all AA’s !   1:00—Open meeting

1:10—Presentations on 2007 General Service Conference Theme: “Our 12th Step Responsibility-Are we Going to Any Length”

Dist. 3    a) Inclusiveness in AA:     1) Our 3rd Tradition      2) Growth of the Fellowship      3) Reaching Out to All Who Want It

Dist. 4   b) Our Primary Purpose:   1) Attraction Rather than Promotion    2) Working with Wet Drunks    3) Practicing these Principles                          
                                                                                                                                                               in All Our Affairs    

1:55—Refreshment break

Dist. 13  c) Humility and Responsibility   1) Expressed by Anonymity  2) Are We Resting on Our Laurels?  3) Raising Literature Prices

                                                                                                                                                                                  or Footing the Bill?
Dist. 30 - The Conference Workshop topic:  “Spiritual Value of Our AA Dollars”

3:00—Questions and Answers—Announcements 

3:30—Closing

-Directions-

From 210 Fwy:  Take Santa Anita Ave, go south (for 2 miles past Duarte Rd. and El Camino Ave.). Turn left onto Longden Ave. and 
continue east for another 1 mile to 10th Ave.  (Church is on left).

From 605 Fwy:  Take Live Oak Ave. or Arrow Hwy. and go west.  Veer right onto Longden Ave. and continue on to 10th Ave.  
(Church is on right). 

Contacts:  Chair: Jean R.—323-257-8545

LACYPAA
Los Angeles County Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous

     Since our formation in 1997, LACYPAA has brought young people, regardless of age, together in fellowship and service 
work to AA.

     Our primary goal is to carry the message of Alcoholics Anonymous.  We do this by serving the Los Angeles area and 
other Southern California young peoples groups.  By hosting AA meetings and events like dances, roller skating, step 
workshops and the annual YPAA day at Magic Mountain, we help unify our area and show that you can be young and 
have fun in sobriety.

     More than just a local service committee, LACYPAA is also bidding to bring ICYPAA to Los Angeles.  ICYPAA is the 
International Conference of Young People of Alcoholics Anonymous, an annual convention that travels to an area that can 
demonstrate a need for and ability to host such a conference in their area.  If awarded the conference, LACYPAA would 
become the host committee responsible for facilitating and planning the event.

     Becoming a LACYPAA committee member is easy, and is a great way to have fun in service and fellowship.  All mem-
bers of Alcoholics Anonymous are welcome to attend and join!  If you have any questions please contact us at 
www.lacypaa.org  or call our Secretary—Jonathan M. at (714) 658-5790.

WHEN:  Noon on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month.

WHERE:  The L.A. Central Office located at 4311 Wilshire Bl.  Suite # 104, Los Angeles.
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The Southern California Area
Of Alcoholics Anonymous

  Assembly Minutes

Sunday, October 22, 2006

       Palomares Park Community Center

499 E. Arrow Hwy. 

Pomona, CA 91767

Chairman Gustavo T. called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. 

The Twelve Concepts were read in Spanish by Alfonso of District 35.
The Twelve Traditions were read in English by Nadine of District 30.

A.A. birthdays for the months of August, September and October were recognized and applauded.

Approval of the Assembly Minutes of July 29th, 2006
Secretary Gordy H. distributed the Assembly Minutes of July 29th, 2006.  Ralph made a motion to approve the minutes.  Larry seconded the 
motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed, none opposed.

Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Gustavo T. amended the agenda and asked for a motion to approve the day’s amended agenda. Steve made a motion to approve the 
agenda. Thomas seconded the motion. The motion passed, none opposed.

Registrar Ben H. took roll:

63 GSRs/Alt GSRs 
19 DCMs/Alt DCMs 
3 DCMCs 
7 Officers 
9 Standing Committee Chairs 
2 Past Delegates 
26 Others/Visitors 

103 Voting 
129 Total 

Districts Unrepresented:  3, 13, 17, 31, 37, 38, 40, 41, 46, 58

Officers’ Reports

Secretary Gordy H.: Please submit your committee reports to me electronically. 

Accounts Treasurer Shami H.: I do not have a 3rd quarter Financial report today. 

Delegate Jim W.: Thanks for participating in our election today. 

Alternate Delegate Charlie W.: Most of my report is in the SCAAN. We currently have 50 male inmates on the waiting list for AA correspondence. 
H and I committees throughout the Area need panelists and panel leaders. 

Chairman Gustavo T.: Thanks to our host, District 30. Area 9 will be hosting our next 4 Area DCM Sharing Session. An organizational meeting is 
upcoming in December. November 5th is the Spanish Foro. All are invited. Our ACM is December 9th, hosted by District 14. Our contributions treasurer 
is not present due to illness. There will be no contributions report today. 

Introduction of Special Guests by Jim W.
Jim W., Panel 55 Delegate, introduced several visitors, including past Area 5 Delegates Mary T. and Juan M., 
Past Regional Trustee Jim C., Joel from Area 8, Area 9 Delegate Bruce H., Area 93 Delegate Vicki B. and Amy and Andy from ICCY-
PAA. 

Committee Meetings
We broke into committee meetings at 10:30 am. We reconvened at 11:00 a.m.

(Continued on page 10)
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The 2007 Area Budget was distributed at the Assembly, during the election. Questions and answers followed. 

Election of Officers
The officers were excused from the podium. The election of officers began.

These are the new officers of Area 5, Panel 57:

Delegate: Gustavo T.
Alternate Delegate: Mike P.
Chairperson: Ben H.
Secretary: Tom B.
Accounts Treasurer: Gordy H. 
Contributions Treasurer: Martha S.
Registrar: George P.

Chairman Trujillo asked for announcements for the Good and Welfare of AA. 

Chairman Trujillo accepted several motions to adjourn at approx. 4:00 PM, followed by a second. The motion passed. 

We closed with the Responsibility Statement in both Spanish and English.

Language Interpreters were Patricia and her colleague.

Special thanks to Scott M. for being the “Sound Guy”.

Refreshments and Lunch – Income and Expense
Food Expense: $575.00
Income (Contributions on site): $610.00
Net Change shown as – Income / (Expense):  35.00

(Area Assembly Minutes)

(Continued on page 11)
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Your Seventh Tradition 
Carries the Message in 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (AREA 05)

WHAT DOES GENERAL SERVICE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DO?

*Annually sends our local delegate to the General Service Conference in New York to carry 
the conscience of Alcoholics Anonymous in Southern California

*Holds assemblies and committee meetings for the representatives of local groups (GSR) to 
discuss the business of AA 

*Organizes efforts to bridge the gap between local treatment facilities and AA meetings

*Educates local health, legal and medical professionals about AA

*Addresses accessibility issues for alcoholics with special needs

*Screens historical and educational AA films and videos at any meetings upon request

*Collects and archives historical AA artifacts to preserve our local AA legacy

*Carries the message of recovery through the Grapevine and the La Vina magazines

*Maintains registration of all groups in our area for the AA international directory 

*Handles public information requests from the media and anonymity breaks in the AA fellow-
ship

*Maintains and makes available a comprehensive library of AA literature

*Hosts a website (www.aascaa.org) which provides information, maps and news to members 
in Southern California and around the world

CARRY THE MESSAGE OF AA TO THE

STILL-SUFFERING ALCOHOLIC!

SUPPORT YOUR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA!
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