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THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS

07-27-08

My name is Gustavo. I am an alcoholic and I do have the honor
of serving as a Panel 57, Southern California, Area 05 delegate.

As I always say I am grateful to my higher Power and the com-
munity of Alcoholics Anonymous for my sobriety and for my life.

As you already know The 58th General Service Conference ap-
prove as advisory action four cities that the site selection com-
mittee will be visiting on July, 2008 looking for the best location
for the International Convention  2020.  The board of trustees
will be making a final decision on their quarterly meeting of Oc-
tober, 2008. The cities are, Detroit, New Orleans, Los Angeles
and Vancouver.  At this point if you ask me which city I think has
the best chances to become the host of the 2020 International
Convention, I’ll  may answer to you that all four cities are great.
Personally, I am confident and yes, I can assure you that expec-
tations are high for the city of Los Angeles. At the end we all in
southern California wish that Los Angeles be chosen.  It would
be great for all implications but especially for the younger gener-
ations of sober alcoholics and all those still to come. If one of
the other three cities is the lucky one also will be okay. It will be
more opportunities in the future.



Calendar of Upcoming Events

 Aug. 16. 2008     Third Legacy
Aug. 23, 2008  Area Committee Meeting.  Hosts: Combined Spanish Districts
Aug. 29-31, 2008 Pacific Regional Forum, Spokane, Washington
Oct..25, 2008       Assembly     : Host Dist.10
Nov.15, 20008            Third Legacy
 Nov. 23, 2008  Area Committee Meeting.  Host: District 13.
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For me it is been an opportunity to learn more about international Conventions, what they are,
history and how the hosting cities are selected. By now almost done with the Conference report I
can tell you, I was not alone, many alcoholics are interested, and they want to know who, when
and how.

So, here are some of the facts. On page 50 of the ADVISORY ACTIONS OF THE GENERALE
SERVICE CONFERENCE OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 1951-2006, At the introduction of
the advisory actions relevant to the Conference committee on International Conventions Regional
Forum says:  “Since the early days of the Conference, there has been an ad-hoc International
Committee which met on as needed basis to make recommendations as requested by the trust-
ees’ Committee on International Conventions. Since 1993 the Committee has met annually and
has also addressed issues of Regional Forums.  In 1995, the committee was renamed, Confer-
ence Committee on International Conventions/Regional Forums. It is a secondary committee with
eight members—one for each region. The committee meets jointly with the trustees’ Committee
on International Conventions/ Regional Forum during the general Service Conference.”

In addition to the introduction above in 1990, The Site-selection Guidelines for the international
Convention in the year 2000 were approved.

So far we have 2010 in San Antonio Texas, 2015 Atlanta Georgia and by October, 2008 the
Board of trustees in their quarterly weekend meeting will decided to which city the 2020 will go.

Now we always say that in A.A. we are not organized. Our Tradition Nine State that: “A.A. as
such ought never to be organized; but we may create service boards or committees directly re-
sponsible to those they serve.” Page S107 the A.A. Service Manual Combined With the Twelve
Concepts for World Service by Bill W.

The International Conventions are a very good example of how Tradition Nine works. Who is re-
sponsible here?  We have the groups, Districts, Areas, Conference, Conference committee,
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From the Chairman.

Next assembly, on October 25, we will have the occasion to elect new officers for the Area.  For those of you
who have not been through a “third legacy” election procedure, you are in for a treat.

There will be no campaigning.  Those eligible to stand for office are the Officers, the Committee Chairs, the
DCMCs and the DCMs.  Except no one can stand for an office he holds now or held previously.  Each of the
candidates will be asked if he can serve or wants to stand.  Each will be able to present his service history be-
fore the ballot.  That’s it for campaigning.

Voting Eligibility.  All the GSRs are eligible to vote.  An Alternate GSR may vote only if the GSR is not pres-
ent.  The DCMs and DCMCs are eligible.  The Standing Committee Chairs are eligible.  The Officers are eli-
gible.  The Past Delegates are eligible.  However, you must be registered with the Registrar at least 72 hours
prior to the election assembly.  This is the rule for all our assemblies and ACMs, but we only enforce it at the
election assembly.  George P, our Registrar, will be making a special effort to find and list your GSRs and al-
ternates for this event.  Most districts and groups have elections for GSRs, officers and DCMs after the Area
elections.  But some have elections before.  The groups have to decide whether the new GSRs take office im-
mediately or next January.  Only one GSR will be allowed to vote for any one group.

Election by substantial unanimity.  Each of the offices (in this order:  Delegate, Alternate Delegate, Chairper-
son, Secretary, Accounts Treasurer, Contributions Treasurer, and Registrar) will be chosen not by simple ma-
jority but by a two-thirds majority.  We will take up to five ballots for each office to achieve this two-thirds
majority, winnowing the field of candidates to the top vote-getters as we go.  If, at the end of four or five bal-
lots we still don’t have a candidate with two-thirds of the votes cast, the names of all candidates with more
than one third of the total votes cast go into a “hat” and the winner is drawn at random.

I, as your Chair, will not be conducting this part of the assembly because I will be standing for office.  We will
arrange for folks from another Area to conduct and count the ballots because they will have no interest in the
outcome.

Sometime after the assembly, hopefully before our December Area Committee Meeting, the old and new offi-
cers will meet together and choose the 13 Standing Committee Chairs (and any Ad-hoc Committee Chairs) for
the next panel.  While there is a prohibition in the Guidelines for any officer to serve more than one term in
any office, there is no such official provision for Committee Chairs.  However, we prefer that Committee
Chairs rotate.  The new Committee Chairs will most likely be GSRs who are serving on those committees.  So
we will be contacting you.

It has been my pleasure to serve you as your Chair this panel.  For I don’t know who will be elected Chair in
October, but it won’t be me.

 Ben H. Panel 57 Area 5 Chair
 Panel 57 Area 5 Chair
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AUDIO VISUAL COMMITTEE
Films & Videos

Available for showing at your
Meeting:

1. “Young People in AA” 16mm film
or video……...30 minutes 4 Young
People in AA describe what it was
like, what happened , and what it’s
like today.
2. “It Sure Beats Sitting in a
Cell” 16mm film or video…. 17 minutes.
4 Young AA’s in prison as a
result of their drinking, tell their stories.
3. “Hope Alcoholics Anonymous”
16mm film or video.. 15 minutes.
Explains the principles of AA;
Primary Purpose, Sponsorship,
Home Groups, The Steps, the Traditions,
basic recovery tools, and what
AA is and isn’t.
4. “Bills Own Story” 16mm film or
video …………… 60 minutes Cofounder
Bill W. tells of his drinking
and recovery. His wife Lois W. tells
why she founded Alanon (for AA
internal use only).
5. “Bill Wilson Discusses the 12 Traditions”
16mm film or video 60 minutes.
Co-founder Bill W. tells how the
principles safeguarding AA unity developed
(for AA internal use only).
6. “AA: Rap With Us” video only
. .17 minutes Rap music and lyrics bridge
the contemporary stories of four young people
 in AA.
7. “AA: An Inside View” video only. 28
minutes A close-up look at meetings and recovery.
8. Service Videos:
“Your General service Office, The
Grapevine and The General Service Structure”
…21 minutes

“Carrying The Message Behind
These Walls”.. …...15 minutes.

“Circles of Love & Service”
16 minutes
“Markings on the Journey”
36 minutes
“Your GSO Today” (older version)
…28 minutes

Contact: Maria O. ( 626) 962-0203, or
Alternate Chair:
Erin O.
(626) 862-2872

¡Next foro is almost here!
Come and share your expe-
riences in the AA program

Place: San Vicente church
           Los Angeles,Ca

Date: November 9th-2008

Service
Unity

Recovery

“Reach to the top….my
goal”

We will be waiting for you.
There will be translation
English-Spanish
Annual foro organized by area #5 Spanish districts
Districts: 33, 35, 49, 55

Foro
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Your Seventh Tradition
Carries the Message in

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (AREA 05)

WHAT DOES GENERAL SERVICE IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DO?

     * Annually sends our local delegate to the General Service Conference in
New York to carry the

               conscience of Alcoholics Anonymous in Southern California.

     * Holds assemblies and committee meetings for the representatives of local
groups (GSR) to

               discuss the business of AA.

     * Organizes efforts to bridge the gap between local treatment facilities
and AA meetings.

     * Educates local health, legal and medical professionals about AA.

     * Addresses accessibility issues to alcoholics with special needs.

     * Screens historical and educational AA films and videos at any meetings
upon request.

     * Collects and archives historical AA artifacts to preserve our local AA
legacy.

     * Carries the message of recovery through the Grapevine and the La Vina
magazines.

     * Maintains registration of all groups in our area for the AA international
directory.

     * Handles public information requests from the media and anonymity breaks
in the AA fellowship.

     * Maintains and makes available a comprehensive library of AA literature.

     * Hosts a website (www.aascaa.org) which provides information, maps and
news to members in

               Southern California and around the world.

CARRY THE MESSAGE OF AA TO THE
STILL-SUFFERING ALCOHOLIC!

SUPPORT YOUR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA!
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CEC Opportunities

Thank you for your support of the newly formed ad-hoc CEC committee (Cooperation with the
Elder Community).  We have several ways that you could be of service.

Number one, please call to schedule a date to show the new Area 5 Power Point Presentation to
your district or meeting or anyone interested in reaching out to the older alcoholic who still suf-
fers or those who are now lost from our fellowship for various reasons.  It can be scheduled for
20-40 minutes, depending on group participation, questions, interest, and time scheduling.

There is also an opportunity to complete the District and meeting survey asking questions about
how you are reaching out to the older adult who still suffers, or the missing older persons from
your meeting and events.  This will help us give a report to the Area Assembly so they can
make a decision to decide if a standing CEC committee would be helpful to the fellowship of
Alcoholic Anonymous.

There is a flier that offers the opportunity to be of service to the CEC committee.
We would appreciate helping to distribute that message to your local meetings.

Please help us  add local flavor to the Area 5 ad hoc  CEC  committee Power Point  Presenta-
tion by giving photograph/s representing your District to the ad hoc CEC committee.  We will
include at least one from your District in the Presentation. Even if your district does not have a
world famous location, it would be absolutely grand to have a photograph of something recog-
nizable from each District in Area 5.

Please notify ad hoc CEC committee if your community has a special event to the elder com-
munity and we will assist you to create an exhibit for that event.

We would also like a heads-up for any area-wide event where Area 5 may participate as an out-
reach to older adults who still suffer, or to attract those who no longer come to meetings.  A
county event would qualify, a large senior health fare, or a large  organization putting on an
event would helpful.

Please pass along new ideas to that would help us show that there is or is not a need to reach the
older adult who still suffers and reach the older alcoholic who is no longer found in our fellow-
ship.  Of course, we remain interested in all alcoholics and potential alcoholic of any age.  We
find that this particular population is not being reached through our conventional AA avenues.
Carole HP  310-322-9004    cpauls0305@aol.com
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DCM Report on PRAASA 2008
District 03, Area 05

To District 03, Area 05:                                May 17, 2008

Thank you for the wonderful opportunity to serve you at the 2008 PRAASA in
Anchorage, Alaska. I arrived on Thursday, March 6th in time for the first AA
meeting that evening.  The actual assembly started Friday afternoon with the
introduction of the 16 delegates in the Pacific region. Each delegate, except
Nevada, described the demographics, number of groups and the service events in
their area including area assemblies, conference workshops, committee programs
and projects and visions of new service opportunities. Nevada elected to focus
on its efforts to simplify their area organizational structure and return to the
basics of improving communication and participation to their groups.
The rest of the panels, Panels 2-7, consisted of 5 to 7 presentations each on
“Communications Within the Fellowship,"  “Participation,”  “Unity,”
“Self-Support” and “Communications with the World Around Us”, respectively. Each
panel was followed by one hour of questions and comments from the audience.  All
of the 32 presentations were informative and thought provoking. Many in the
audience of 770 attendees passionately commented at the microphone on the
presentations related to “Medication and Other Drugs,” “Unity at the Home
Group,”  “Are Technology Skills Becoming a Requirement?” “Protecting our
Newcomers” and “Conferences, Conventions and Roundups.” During this PRAASA I
interacted more with the presenter than I ever have. I asked questions and
opinions of many GSRs, DCMs, delegates and trustees, past and present. One
highlight for me occurred at the water fountain. There, Greg M., retiring after
nine years as the GSO Manager in New York, and I discussed the growing number of
districts and areas reaching out to the elderly, his experiences as a former
Trustee and his personal story of recovery. Another occurred with Dennis W.,
Arizona delegate, when we realized we both had marketing backgrounds and we
discussed at length the creation, implementation and effectiveness of PSAs.
Friday and Saturday evenings, after dinner, consisted of discussion roundtables
lasting two-three hours each. I chose to attend the elderly outreach roundtable
Friday night and the DCM roundtable Saturday night. Our Area 05 DCMs were major
contributors to those discussions including Don and Rick. DCMs from districts 4
and 18, respectively. Notes from those roundtables are becoming available and
will be distributed as they arrive by email. Also I have the complete set of CDs
of PRAASA 2008 which will be turned over to Michael for our library.  Area 05
had 37 representatives in Anchorage.
After the Sunday closing, there was a four-hour business meeting of the PRAASA
committees for 2008, 2009, 2010 which we attended (Kristy, Mayson and myself).
Overall, this PRAASA was the best I have ever attended. This is because I was
most open-minded to take in the experiences offered and much more willing to
engage those I had never met personally.  It’s a joy to be free of fear of
strangers and strange places. Why do I say strange places-because wild animals
have total access to Anchorage.  A moose came to the convention center (to a
park across the street). A hundred drunks went outside to twelve step the three
year old male including me. He looked at us, continued eating the leaves and I
swear I heard him say, “Keep Coming Back.”  Thanks.

Love and Cheers,
Chris Stevenson, DCM #03, Area 05.
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The Southern California Area
Of Alcoholics Anonymous

Assembly Minutes
Sunday May 18, 2008
Rosemead City Park
3936 Muscatel Ave

Rosemead, CA 91720

Chairman Ben Hancock welcomed all to listen to Area 05, Panel 57 Delegate, Gustavo Trujillo’s report starting at 9:00. AM.

Delegate’s Report back from the 58th General Service Conference, April 27 – May 3, 2008.
Gustavo T.  gave his report in two sections; first, his experience during the week of the Conference, and second, the Conference Advisory

Actions and Additional Committee Considerations.

     Hello, my name is Gustavo, I am an alcoholic and have the privilege to serve as Delegate for Panel 57, Area 05  southern California.  With
the greatest sense of responsibility, privilege, and confidence in my Higher Power, as I understand Him, and with the theme “Communication and
Participation – The Key to Unity and Self-support”, I attended the 58th General Service Conference in New York from April 27th to May 3, 2008.  It is
a privilege because you have given me the position of a trusted servant and given me the honor of representing the groups of Area 05.  I have the
responsibility to participate and to decide what is better for AA as a whole not only at the level of the Public Information Committee which is where I
was assigned, but at the level of the Conference along with the rest of the 134 voting members of the Conference.  We had 2 observers from GSO
in Mexico; Trustees Elfido Q. and Jose Trinidad R., and 2 from Great Britain; Louise F., General Manager of GSO England, and Anne N. General
Secretary from York, England.

     One of the things that some do not know is that the theme, “Communication and Participation – The Key to Unity and Self-support”, is used
in presentations and meetings in the weeks prior to the Conference to establish ongoing discussions about the topics that will be discussed at the
Conference.  PRAASA, our Area 05 Pre-Conference Assembly/Workshop are some events that are for this purpose.  This year’s theme is especially
important because it establishes a relationship between our participation and communication in our groups and the Unity brought about by our
self-supporting.  Without a permanent, ongoing, communication at all levels of service, our motivation for action in the Conference process becomes
much more difficult.  It implies the moral commitment of all the trusted servants of our Area to motivate through this participation, and communication,
the unity and spirit of the Seventh Tradition.  The Seventh Tradition does not indicate in any way the amount which we contribute, but to the fact of
participating by contributing whatever the amount may be.

Thursday, April 24:  I arrived in New York at the Crown Plaza Hotel, Times Square at around 4:00.  We were assigned a room on the 33rd. floor
and looked for a place to eat with reasonable prices!  The GSO Conference is also held in this hotel.

Friday, April 25:  In the company of Joe B., Delegate of Mid-Southern California Area 09, and Shannon B., Delegate of California Northern
Coastal Area 06, we took the subway to the General Service Office to attend the 1728 meeting of AA held every Friday at 11:00 AM.   This is an open
AA meeting attended by GSO staff, Trustees, and whoever.  Usually some of the Delegates who arrive early also attend.  The Speaker was Joan
Ramsey, Delegate Panel 58 from Area 48, New York, and after her participation the moderator, Robin Bromley, asked all the attendees to share.  I
took advantage of this visit to GSO to meet the new editor of La Vina, Jorge Escarbosa.  He seems very enthusiastic.  I gave him a letter package
containing many requests from the Spanish Speaking groups requesting that La Vina bring back the CD “Sounds of Sobriety”, and made him aware
of my support of the request.

Saturday April 26:  At 10:30 I had a presentation to do before the subcommittee on site selection for the 2020 International Convention.  There
were Trustees, delegates from the Conference Committee, and GSO staff in attendance as well.  Shanna Cito, representative from the city of Los
Angeles was there to do her presentation together with myself.  I had two minutes to give my presentation and Shanna had ten.  There were about
20 to 25 people in attendance and Shanna used a projector with slides to show availability of hotels, transportation, places of recreation, meeting
places, and talked about the weather as well as the modernization of the downtown area.  She was very enthusiastic and professional.

That evening I got sick and for three days I could not eat solid food, but thanks to my Higher Power I was able to participate and fulfill my
responsibilities without any problem.

Sunday April 27:  We registered at 11:00 AM and then were served lunch by Region at which time we had our orientation of the work to be done
in our respective Committees. At 1:15 we were welcomed to the opening meeting by Leonard Blumenthal.  Gregg Muth, General Manager of GSO,
read the list of the 93 Delegates, trustees, and GSO personnel that were eligible to vote.  Frances Jolicoeur who is Chair of the Delegates this year
welcomed us, and Chuck Barta, Class B Trustee, gave the key-note speech. From 2:45 to 4:45 we met with our Committees which in my case was
the Committee on Public Information. This first meeting with the Trustees is designed for us Delegates to listen to the Trustees on what work they
had been doing this year on the Public Information Committee, and to answer questions about what was on the agenda for us this year.  We seemed
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to be focused a lot, and with a lot of questions regarding the video for young people.  A lot of the questions were about why the amount of
submissions is so low.  At this time there had been only 4 proposals of videos submitted that fulfill the specifications detailed in the guidelines for
video submission.  Some of the reasons that came up were that some believed that the guidelines for video production were too complex.  Some
had to do with the legal aspect.  We had the opportunity to see 2 of the videos…one from New York and one from Pennsylvania. Since this time,
new guidelines were introduced and are now in use. At 6:30 we had our dinner session with speakers;  2 Delegates, Grapevine Director Andy
Talvert, Mary Dargan GSO staff, and John Skilton, a Trustee also spoke.

Monday April 28:  From 9:00 to 12:00 we had our Committee meeting.  We were given the new guidelines and policies for the AA website
which should be ready by  the 1st of June. A question arouse regarding the fact that since we have literature on the website, does that affect
literature sales?  The answer came back as no, not really.  Another question was what was the policy for putting literature on the AA website in
the 3 official languages of the Conference.  Chris Cavanaugh  said it depends on expressed necessity, and financial  availability, then can be put
on the website in all three languages.  The pamphlet “Too Young” has not been available In Spanish, but now will be in 3 to 4 weeks.  Al Bauer,
a representative from Banyan Communications, one of the companies that produces and distributes the PSA’s (Public Service Announcements)
was present and gave us an explanation of how these DVD’s are produced and the material left over which could be used for future PSA’s. The
oldest PSA is “We know how it is like”.  The one with the most air time on TV is “Testimonials”. The TV stations are given all 4 PSA’s and it is up
to them which ones they will air.  At 1:15 the Delegates from the Southwest Region (the new Delegates panel 58) gave their Area highlights.  At
2:30  Leonard Blumenthal gave his report which paid tribute to Bob Pearson who served as General Manager from 1975 to 1984.  5 new Trustees
were welcomed, 2 class B, and also an at large Trustee from Canada Jo-Anne Lowenberger.  General Manager Gregg Muth will retire on
December 31st.  The Ad-Hock Committee which is working on the inventory of the three Corporations has met 4 times since it was formed and
gave a summary  of the discussions, and came up with questions and answers which will appear on the Policies and Admissions Committee
report in 2009.  GSO will be hosting the World Services Conference in October with the theme “Service; Gratitude in Action”. Howard Lowery
Coordinator of AAWS Corporation (AA World Services) gave his report which among other things informed us that there were 941 new groups
that had registered with GSO.  Literature sales had an increase of 6% more than projected, and Contributions had an increase of 5.3% more than
projected.  The Big Book was translated into the following languages:  Hebrew, Ethiopian, and Greek.  The Conference Charter translated into
Mongol, and Polish. An edited and condensed version of the Final Conference Report will be put on the GSO Website.  At the end of 2007, GSO
had 81 full time, and 1 part time student as employees. The Big Book has been translated into 59 languages….The AA pamphlets into 84
languages and dialects. At 3:15 Ray Massey, Grapevine Corporation Chair gave his report and stated that the average monthly circulation of the
Grapevine magazine had increased 2.14%.  The audio version increase by 3.24% and la Vina’s circulation increased by 7.4%.  Ray stated that
the goal was to have 100 new subscriptions per Area by the end of this year.

Tuesday April 29:  From 9:00 till noon We met with our Committees and our Public Information Committee did not finish covering our agenda
so we had to meet twice more before Friday so we could finish. At 1:15 The Eastern Canada and Mid-west Regions gave their highlights. At 1:45
we had a presentation on Communication and Participation followed by a sharing session “What’s on Your Mind?” monitored by Frances J., Chair.
From 3:15 to 5:00 we gathered in groups of 10 and with 1 GSO staff member we visited GSO.  At 7:00 we had a Delegates only dinner and
meeting.  At this meeting the Delegates Chairman for next year is elected.  Joe Barret Delegate from Area 09 was chosen from the hat!

Wednesday April 30:  At 9:00 AM we had a workshop with this year’s subject “ Love and Tolerance, Now More Than Ever”.  This was a very
special experience for me because I had the privilege of moderating one of these workshops.  Several Trusttees as well as Delegates and GSO
staff attended.  After the workshops, I had the opportunity to speak with the executive Editor of the Grapevine, Robin Bromlay regarding the
request from the Spanish Speaking groups to bring back, or reproduce the CD in Spanish “Sounds of Sobriety”.  She gave me good news and
said it is not a matter of IF it will be done, but WHEN it can be done.  It is already on the schedule to be done.  At 12:00, at lunch we met with the
Pacific Region Delegates and elected the Areas to host future events.  In 2012 PRAASA will be hosted by West Washington Area 72 in Bellevue
WA.  The Marriott Warner Center in Woodland Hills California, Area 93, was elected to host the Additional Forum which will be held in 2011. (The
Additional Forum is like a Regional forum….but not!)  From1:15 to 3:00 Trustees from the Mid-West, and West Canada  regions were elected.
Our Regional Trustee Madeline Parmley gave a presentation on The Privilege to Pass it on from the topic Unity, Communication and Participation.
Starting at 7:45 The Committees gave their reports.  1st was Polices/Admissions which could not finish their report because it had to meet again
to review one of the recommendations.

Thursday May 1:  From 9:00 till noon the Committee reports continued.  The Public Information Committee started to give it’s report a little
before noon.  It took us more than 6 hours of “Loving Discussion” to approve or disapprove the agenda items for the report from this Committee.
We didn’t finish until Friday.  Except for a half hour discussion on the topic “Self-Support” from 1:15 to 1:45, the Committees gave their reports
until 10:00 PM.

Friday May 2:  From 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM The Committees continued to give their reports.  All were done by 8:00 PM but there were still 15
floor motions which had to be discussed.  The last floor action was voted upon at 12:45 AM Saturday morning/night most likely due to fatigue.
Because of this lengthy process, the chair of the Conference floor alternated between Gregg Muth and Leonard Blumenthal.  Gregg Muth finally
declared the 58th General Service Conference officially over.  Before closing Ray Massey, Chair of the Grapevine asked Gregg Muth to share
some of his experiences in the last 10 years as General Manager since this would be his last Conference.  At around 1:00 AM Gregg Muth asked
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Julie Siminskey from Utah, Claude Matteau from Quebec and myself (Gustavo Trujillo) from California to join him in closing the meeting with the
Serenity Prayer in English, French, and Spanish respectively.

Saturday May 3: From 9:00 to 10:00 was the last meeting where the outgoing Trustees could say their goodbyes.  Vince Keefe, Class A
Financial Trustee,  Tom Kramer Class B Trustee, and Chuck Barta Class B Trustee all said it was time to rotate out and go home to their individual
home groups. I decided to vist some of the AA historic sites.  The Calvary Church where the Oxford groups held their meetings, and Bill showed
up drunk, also the Mission where Ebby was taken.  We also visited 182 Clinton St., the residence of Bill and Lois in the early 1930’s.

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Area 05 Delegate, Gustavo Trujillo.

Gustavo then went over some selected Conference Advisory Actions and some of the Additional Considerations.  For these results please
see the hand outs so titled and dated April 2008, May 2008, and the 2008 Final Conference Report.  You can also go to the GSO Website and type
in the search box: 58th General Service conference.  This will bring up the screen with 1 result, this being BOX 459 - News and Notes from GSO.
This issue, June/July 2008 - The General service Conference, will have the results there.

      A couple of the questions asked Gustavo from the floor were:  What happened to the idea of bringing back the pamphlet “Letter to a Woman
Alcoholic”.  The Literature Committee considered the request and took no action.  It was even brought up as a floor action but didn’t pass.  Under
Finance, item #6. It was recommended that the Trustee’s Finance and Budgetary Committee gather input from the Fellowship on the benefits and
liabilities, both spiritual and practical of fully funding GSO services to the Fellowship (GSO functional expenses) by the voluntary contributions of
AA members and groups and that this information be forwarded to the 2008 Conference committee on Finance. The question was asked why was
the last part of this statement originally on the Finance Committee Agenda left out.  This statement being: That funding of GSO Services to the
Fellowship be solely by the voluntary contributions of AA members and AA groups, that profits from literature sales will no longer be used to fund
our General service office.  The committee removed this last sentence because they wanted a more general question to be passed around and not
get into huge debate regarding literature and what the money should be used for.  The question, the Committee thought should generate discussion
on being fully self-supportive through contributions and how to accomplish these ends.

Lunch
We broke for lunch at 12:10 and reconvened at 1:00.

Chairman Ben H. called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.

The Twelve Concepts were read in English by Shirley of District 4.
The Twelve Traditions were read in Spanish by Ricardo of District 49.

A.A. birthdays for the months of April and May were recognized and applauded.

Roll Call
Registrar George P. took roll:
69 GSRs/Alt GSRs
22 DCMs/Alt DCMs
3DCMCs
5 Area Officers
7 Standing Committee Chairs
4 Past Delegates
9 others
Total  119
Voting 105
Districts not represented: 6, 8, 17, 19, 37, 38, 39, 41, 56, and 58.

Approval of the Assembly Minutes of October 27, 2007 and January 26, 2008
Secretary Tom B. noted that the Minutes of the October 27, 2007 Assembly that were tabled for approval pending the addition of the missing

Website Committee report and the Income and Expense report were distributed and put on the hand out table as well as the website.  Bill J moved
to approve, while Gene District 14 seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Tom B. then introduced the January 26, 2008 Assembly minutes
and noted that they were printed in the SCAAN and on the handout table as well.  Chairman Ben H  asked for a motion to approve.  Bill J so moved
and Gene seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the Agenda
Chairman Ben H. noted that today’s agenda was available on the handout table and asked for any amendments. Past Delegate Mary T.

requested that she be able to do a brief PRAASA report.  Also Past Delegate Juan Martinez wanted to introduce a possible District split. Jim Tripp,



Grapevine chair, wanted to add an unbudgeted expenditure request.  Greg I. Guidelines and Policies Chair moved to approve the Agenda, Jim
W. Past Delegate, seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Reports
Gordy Hoffman Accounts Treasurer, gave a brief explanation of what each of the Treasures does.  The Contribution Treasurer, Martha

Sanders, was not able to be here today but I wanted to introduce both the 1st quarter Contributions report and the 1st quarter SCAA financial
report.  We had for the 1st quarter group contributions of $12,557.11…almost $2,400.00 greater in contributions over last year. As an Area we
are financially healthy.

Committee Meetings & New GSR Orientation
We broke into the new GSR orientation and committee meetings at 1:40 P.M. We reconvened at 2:30.

Standing Committee Reports

SCAAN Amelia, SCAAN treasurer thanked everybody for their submissions.  We still need more articles for our next issue.  Our next
deadline is July 6th.  We will be having our next SCAAN meeting June 8th at my house in Hollywood…. Please see me for directions.  A special
thanks goes out to the Spanish Speaking District 49 for their $50.00 vote of confidence because they like what we have done.  We will be
submitting this donation to the Area.

Finance Committee chair Eric Kim reported that we had 4 topics for discussion: 1st was the unbudgeted expenditure request by Jim T.
Grapevine Chair.  We asked him to revise his request for the amount over $228.00 which is already in his Committee budget.  2nd we discussed
our Financial Guidelines and Policies which will be submitted for approval and will take a long time.  Saturday June 10th we will be discussing
these Guidelines and Policies for Finance. 3rd we discussed our Area inventory and Storage.  We want to dispose of unusable items in our
inventory and how we go about getting approval for that.  We will present these items at the Area Committee meeting for disposal approval.. 4th.
We discussed the Finance Committee’s responsibilities with the treasury of PRAASA that we host in 2010.

Literature Committee chair stand-in Jim Irwin reported that Patti had car trouble and that’s why she couldn’t be there.  In attendance we
had 4 people in attendance.  We discussed the possibilities of putting most of the Assembly hand outs on the Area Website with instructions for
the GSR’s to print out the items and bring them to the Assemblies. We also discussed the Sponsorship Booklet/change in the pamphlet, which
Patti has spearheaded but we were not sure where that project stands right now.

CPC Committee alternate Chair Stan H. reported that we had 5 in attendance.  We had participated in the National Association of Black
Social Workers Convention at the LAX Hilton on April 1st through April 5th.  As Alternate Chair, I propose a separate Area 05 E-mail address so
that the continuity can continue if the Chair is not available. We also thought that a CPC workshop that addressed the dos and don’ts of
approaching the Professionals was a good thing to have.

Treatment Facilities chair Steve Blessing reported that we had 3 in attendance.  District 3 is doing Treatment Facility work on a regular
basis.  They just acquired 100 “newcomer packets” which include a San Gabriel Valley and L.A. directory, pamphlets on what is a Sponsor etc.
We’re waiting on the new directories due out in a week or so.  We are working on bringing a workshop/panel into Mariposa House and Las
Encinas hospital/treatment facility.  We also have 2 members working on getting into Casa De Las Amigas.  We need to get about 5 more
Treatment Facilities workbooks, and are asking our treatment facilities committee members to see if they can stimulate interest in their home
groups about recruiting members to work with us in these facilities.

Public Information Committee report was submitted by Laura District 13.  She stated that Chad, from District 7 filled in for the Committee
Chair Tracy who was absent. GSO had E-mailed Tracy with a list of TV stations they had sent PSA’s to.  The Committee has contacted some
of the TV stations not on the list and had actually delivered 4 and mailed 1 which included the Spanish speaking station Telemundo.  GSO helped
us make an E-mail template we can use to contact stations.  Other groups have also shown interest in how we’ve broken through.   A group in
Illinois was interested in how we are doing this because they have had no luck so far.  We now want to explore the radio stations with our PSA
outreach., and go through GSO for help there.

Translation Committee chair Fidel medina reported that they had 3 members in attendance.  We were able to get all the material
translated due to the fact that our Committee received all the articles and minutes by the deadline.  We also are discussing the possibility of
accepting participation of nonalcoholic persons to assist as volunteers for the translation of documents.

Registration Committee Registrar George Pelham sat in for Doug the Committee Chair. We met with the District Registrar from District 3
and reviewed the registration procedures.  We discussed the possibilities of a district registrar sending in the new GSR forms directly to GSO
so they would get their New GSR kits within a week instead of months.
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Grapevine/La Vina Committee chair Jim Tripp reported they had 4 people in attendance.  We put together a draft of a sign out sheet where
anyone could “borrow the CD’s” listen to them, then return them so they could be signed out by someone else later.  There will be a Grapevine
workshop at Olympic High School  in Santa Monica from 12:00 to 2:00 on July 13, 2008.

Website Committee chair Marcus Fillipovich reported that the committee had received and reviewed the new “AA Guidelines – Internet”
(publication # MG-18) from GSO, and revised section X of our SCAA Website Guidelines to be consistent with the new GSO guidelines.  The
proposed new wording for section V–M of our SCAA guidelines was published in the SCAAN in the January 26, 2008 minutes and all were
presented to the Guidelines and Policies Committee for the process of final writing and approval of the changes.

Ad-Hoc Committee CEC (Cooperation with the Elderly)   chair Carole Pauls  reported that the goal of the committee is to attract older
adults who still suffer from alcoholism. We have created a power point presentation which we were able to present at an Area 93 District 7 meeting
on May 10, 2008. This was made possible through Mike, DCM for that District who is a contact made at PRAASA of this year. We are asking our
Area 05 DCM’s to make time, about 15 to 30 minutes during their District meeting for the opportunity to show this presentation and create interest
in this Committee work.  We are also asking our Central Offices/Intergroups to use designations in their directories such as “Senior Friendly” or
“Seniors in Sobriety” to better identify these types of groups. We are asking you GSR’s to make your groups or any groups that you attend aware
of the CEC Committee and distribute our Area 05 Senior meeting flyer.

Archives Committee chair Jose reported that we had 5 in attendance.  One of the topics we discussed was asking our Districts to get some
of the old-timers from our groups to write down stories or histories about their home group.  We need to be able to gather all of our Area Archives
into a new storage place with the display at a convenient location so that they can be brought out to various events like our Area Assemblies. We
reviewed the GSO publication “Markings – Your Archives Interchange” Spring 2008 edition and talked about the front page article regarding
copyright laws and what can be copied or used.

Guidelines and Policies Committee Chair Greg I reported that they had  3 persons in attendance.  I would like to thank Marcus for giving
us something to do!  He gave us  2 documents or proposals for the Website one of which will only require some fine tuning.  The second will require
more work, and we will report back to you at the next ACM.

Audio/Visual Committee alternate chair Erin O’Connell reported that Maria O. was visiting Greece for the International Convention and
currently showing our AA films there.  This Convention is on the Island of Hydra and she is volunteering her time, at her expense, to show any and
all of the AA Conference approved movies there.  She also happens to be speaking at the Convention as well.  Wish her well!

New GSR Orientation Mike Peery Alternate Delegate reported that they had about 35 people in attendance, most of whom were new GSR’s.
Without going into detail we discussed how General Service unites and supports AA worldwide.  One of the details that was left out was the arguing!
Please don’t let it scare you away.  Watch the arguers through the day…you are sometimes watching best friends arguing back and forth and that
is something so beautiful that I’ve never seen anywhere else!

PRAASA 2010 Report
Mary T. PRAASA 2010 Chair reported that the main reason for being at the post PRAASA meeting in Alaska was just to see how big it is, not

how complex it is.  The timeline for the PRAASA Committee is that after our Election Assembly in October we will sit down and figure out who is
going to do what.  The main thing is now that we have had to deal with the PRAASA hotel and make three deposits before the event. Remember
that PRAASA itself is funded entirely by the people that attend…there is no 7th Tradition money used for this purpose.  The way we get the money
is that we receive money from the past PRAASA as seed money.  Last year we had to borrow some money from our Area 05 to use as a deposit
for the hotel which was paid back.  This year our PRAASA Treasurer Mike Peery received our seed money and deposited the check and it
happened to be more than enough to cover this year’s deposit for the hotel as well as some of the future expenditures.  At the next Assembly I will
have a written time-table as to what has happened so far and what will need to happen in the next year and a half. Mark your Calendars!

Proposal for new District; Juan DCM District 35 proposed to the Assembly that Spanish speaking District 35 be divided into 2 separate
Districts.  Juan says he will present a list of groups to be included in the proposed new District.  We have the support of our past Delegate Juan
Martinez for this change.

GSR and DCM Roundtables
The DCM’s broke into a one large roundtable moderated by Past Delegate Mary T. The GSR’s broke into a large question/answer group

moderated by Alternate Delegate Mike P.

Unbudgeted Expenditure Request Jim Tripp Grapevine chair made a motion to approve a request for $697.59.  The motion was seconded
and followed by discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.

After Good and Welfare, we closed with the Responsibility Statement in Spanish and English at 4:15.
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Chairman Ben Hancock asked for announcements for the Good and Welfare of AA.…

We closed with the Responsibility Statement in both Spanish and English at 4:20 PM.

Language Interpreters were Patricia and Edgar.

Special thanks to Bill J. for being the “Sound Guy”.

Refreshments and Lunch – Income and Expense
Food Expense:                                                   $850.00
Income (Contributions on site):                          $873.00
Net Change shown as – Income / (Expense):  + $ 23.00
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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(Continued from page 3)

Trustees committee, Board of trustees. Finally, there is one organization that for us it is calls
THE LOS ANGELES CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, this is a non-AA organization
which represents Los Angeles business and different public entities. The Los Angeles Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau play a very important roll on the selection process. They actually do
their best to make sure that AA select this city for the convention so hotels, restaurants, public
services and the entertainment industry can make business.

We do not know what the board of trustees is going to decide.  We just know that if Los Ange-
les it is elected all of us in service will have a great opportunity to do Twelve Step work reach-
ing the alcoholic that still suffer.

THE 2008 PACIFIC REGIONAL FORUM

I really encourage all AA’s that wants to learn more about our local e international services to
attend the Regional forum. You will have the opportunity to met trustees and GSO staff, make
questions and participate in workshops with topics related to our Three Legacies.

As you know each of the eight regions gets one Regional Forum every two years. This year
our Pacific Region Regional Forum will be held in Spokane, Washington. August 29, 30, 31,
2008. I hope to see you there.

THE ELECTION ASSEMBLY

Three months from today we will be attending the election assembly where GSR’s and voting
members will elect throughout the Third legacy procedure the Panel 59, Area 05 Delegate and
Officers. It is a good opportunity to secure two years of sobriety working with the alcoholic that
still suffer.

Thank you for my Sobriety,

Gustavo Trujillo, Panel 57, SCAA Delegate

SCAAN



SCAAN  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM

To receive your SCAAN via U.S. Mail, complete the following and return to:

Southern California Area Assembly, P.O. Box 481193, Los Angeles, CA 90048

To receive your SCAAN via email, send email information below to SCAAN@aascaa.org

Name____________________________Date_______E-mail Address____________ ______________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State____________________________________________Zip Code___________

________English ________Español                                                      Contribution Enclosed $____________,Thank You.

                       Make payable to :Southern California Area Assembly (SCAA)

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA GROUP CONTRIBUTION FORM

GSO Group Service Number #______________________________District  #______________________________________________

Group Name___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Day(s) and Time(s)______________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Address_________________________________________________________________________________ ______________

Meeting City___________________________________________________________Zip Code________________________________

Send Receipt to:

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________State____________________________________Zip Code_________________________________

GRAPEVINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM

  UNITED STATES      CANADA
  Two Years $38.25    New Subscription  Two Years, $42.00 (US), $52.00 (CDN)
   One Year $20.00  Renewal   One Year $22.00 (US), $27.00 (CDN)

Enclosed is a check for $_________ for _________ subscriptions.

Name________________________Street___________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________State/Province________________________________Zip Code____________________________
Make Check of Money Order payable to The Grapevine.
Send to P.O. Box 1980, Marion OH 43306-8080
This is a gift subscription. Fill out form below if you want Renewal Notice sent to you.
Name________________________Street___________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________State/Province____________________________Zip Code________________________________

This gift for (Name Only)________________________________________________Zip Code_________________________________
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